
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since early adulthood, Ellen Fannin has been a seeker of Truth. As the daughter of a Baptist 
minister, church has always been a part of her life. Ellen found Unity in the early 1980s and 
knew it was the path for her.   
  
She served on the staff of Unity Church of the Hills in Austin, Texas, for 17 years, serving in 
the capacity of Worship & Events Director and Executive Director before her retirement in 
2019.   
  
She was elected to serve on the Leadership Recruitment and Development Team (LRDT) in 
2018. Under the tutelage of Anna Andes, the LRDT chair, she stepped into the role of 
chairperson when Anna’s term was up. With Ellen serving as chair and through the work of 
the LRDT, the UWM Board now has international representation and racial diversity more so 
than at any other time in its history.   
  
Ellen believes the next steps for the team are to find ways to more thoroughly establish and 
evolve the “development” aspect of the LRDT name “Leadership Recruitment and 
Development Team.”  
 
Key Facts: 

• More than seventeen years of dedicated leadership experience at the local, regional, 
and national levels in Unity.  

• Lifelong personal commitment to spiritual development.  
• Dedicated to achieving UWM’s new vision for leadership development.  
• Currently completing her first four-year term on LRDT.  
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Rev. Karen Tudor is currently serving as senior associate minister at Unity of Houston, Texas. 
Prior to her current position, Rev. Karen served as senior minister of Unity of New Braunfels, 
Texas, from 2004 to 2017.   
  
She has served Unity South Central Region in various leadership positions. From 2012 to 
2017, Rev. Karen served on the UWM Board of Trustees. Earlier in her ministerial career, she 
served on the UWM Bylaws ministry team, and completed UWM Peace Workers Training.   
  
While serving as senior minister at Unity of New Braunfels, she led the effort to establish 
Family Promise of Greater New Braunfels, a partnership of churches housing homeless 
families. Rev. Karen also founded the Interfaith Network of Comal County, bringing leaders 
of local faith traditions together to raise awareness of the diversity of spiritual practices. She 
co-hosted an internet radio show “Biblical Power for Your Life” on Unity Online Radio for 
seven years.   
  
Ordained in 1994, Rev. Karen served as an associate minister at her home church, Unity of 
Houston, Texas, from 1994 to 2004. Prior to ministry, Rev. Karen had a successful career in 
health care as director of Quality Assurance at Hermann Hospital, Houston, Texas.   
 
Key Facts: 

• Eighteen years of progressively responsible leadership experience at the local, 
regional, and national levels in Unity.   

• Extensive online broadcast ministry experience.   
• Recognized faith leader and advocate for the homeless at the community level.   
• Currently completing a 1-year term on the LRDT.  
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Rev. Sandie Vanik has been a life-long Unity student since the age of nine. Her commitment 
to living and sharing Unity principles has consistently included serving as a leader while still 
in her youth. She has also served as worship assistant, meditation presenter, teacher, 
chaplain, and Board of Trustees member and officer at her home church of Unity of South 
Bay, Torrance, California.   
  
Ordained in 2007, Rev. Sandie has served as minister at Unity of Michiana in South Bend, 
Indiana, since 2008. At the regional level, she served on the Great Lakes Regional Board of 
Trustees, as well as that region’s conference planning team for many years. At the national 
level, Rev. Sandie served as an appointed member on the Unity Worldwide Ministries Board 
of Trustees from February 2020–June 2021.  
  
Prior to ordination, Rev. Sandie was an accomplished retail business owner for more than 
twenty years.   
 
Key Facts: 

• Extensive and varied leadership experience in Unity at the local, regional, and 
national levels.  

• Business founder and owner  
• Graduated and ordained from Unity Institute in 2007.  
• Currently senior minister at Unity of Michiana, South Bend, Indiana.  
• Served on GLURC Board of Trustees from 2011 to 2016.  
• Served on UWM Board of Trustees from February 2020 to June 2021.  
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